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TAGS: PFOR UR JA 

SUB J : SOUR JAPANESE REACTION TO BREZHNEV'S SPEECH 

1 . FONOFF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS BUREAU DIRGEN TACHIBANA CALLED 
IN SOVIET CHARGE TSEKHONYA MARCH 1 TO EXPRESS "SERIOUS 
PUZZLEMENT" OVER BREZHNEV STATEMENT TO 25TH SOVIET PARTY 
CONGRESS. ACCORDING TO FIRST EAST EUROPEAN DIVDEPDIR 

SATO, TACHIBANA REPEATED JAPAN'S STANDARD POSITION REGARDING 
NORTHERN TERRITORIES AND SOUGHT EXPLANATION OF BREZHNEV'S 
COMMENT THAT JAPANESE CLAIMS "GROUNDLESS AND UNLAWFUL." 
REFERRING TO BREZHNEV ALLEGATION THAT JAPANESE PRESSING 
CLAIMS UNDER PRESSURE FROM OUTSIDE, TACHIBANA EMPHASIZED 
THAT DEMAND FOR NORTHERN TERRITORIES BACKED BY ENTIRE 
JAPANESE NATION AND NEEDED NO EXTERNAL SPONSOR. 

FINALLY, HE EXPRESSED PREFERENCE FOR DIRECT DISCUSSIONS 
OF THE TERRITORIAL ISSUE RATHER THAN OBLIQUE STATEMENTS 
LIKE THE ONE MADE BY BREZHNEV. 
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2. FONOFF DOES NOT PLAN TO GO BEYOND TACHIBANA'S 
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LOW-KEY REMONSTRANCE SINCE STATEMENT WAS MADE TO 25TH 
PARTY CONGRESS AND NOT TO JAPANESE AUDIENCE. 

3. AS EXPECTED, JAPANESE PRESS HAS VIGOROUSLY 

ECHOED SOUR NOTE STRUCK BY FONOFF. MAINICHI, FOR EXAMPLE, 
ASSERTED THAT BREZHNEV'S STATEMENT ITSELF WAS "UNREASONABLE 
AND GROUNDLESS”. BREZHNEV'S CALL FOR FURTHER DEVELOPMENT 
OF JAPAN-SOVIET TRADE, ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND CULTURAL 
EXCHANGE WERE WELCOMED. 

4. TERRITORIAL ISSUE ASIDE, PRESS FOUND LITTLE NEW IN 
BREZHNEV'S SPEECH. COMMENTATORS WERE HAPPY WITH STRESS 
BREZHNEV LAID ON DETENTE, BUT DEEPLY SKEPTICAL OVER 
SOVIET ACTIVITIES WORLDWIDE. SEVERAL PAPERS NOTED THAT 
RISING MILITARY EXPENDITURES IN THE SOVIET UNION AND 
ADVENTURE IN ANGOLA BETRAYED TRUE SOVIET INTENTIONS. 
EDITORIALS AGREED THAT DETENTE AND HELSINKI NOTWITHSTANDING, 
SOVIETS SEEM INTENT ON PUSHING THEIR ADVANTAGE WHILE 

WEST IS POLITICALLY AND ECONOMICALLY DISUNITED. 

SHOESMITH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PARTY LEADERS, SPEECHES, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 02 MAR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976TOKYO03129 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760078-1060 
From: TOKYO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 976031 02/aaaadlyk. tel 

Line Count: 81 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: coburnhl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 6 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <16 APR 2004 by CollinP0>; APPROVED <01 SEP 2004 by coburnhb 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOUR JAPANESE REACTION TO BREZHNEV'S SPEECH 
TAGS: PFOR, UR, JA, (BREZHNEV, LEONID I) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



